A study of the bird fauna of Sri Venkateshwara Wildlife Sanctuary, Tirupathi, Andhra Pradesh revealed a total of 178 species. The study was conducted over three years in different forest types such as wooded forests, dry deciduous forests, wet lands, open scrub jungle and adjoining agricultural fields.
Introduction
Very little information is available on the avifaunal resources of Andhra Pradesh through the work done by Whistler and Kinner (1930-37) on the Vernay Scientific survey of the Eastern Ghats and the Hyderabad State Ornithological Survey (Ali, 1933-34) . Later works were done by Abdulali (1945 -53), S.A. Hussain (1976 Shahid Ali (1976-83) , K.S.R. Krishanam Raju (1971-85) , N. Majumder (1978 ), Trevor Price (1976 -83), S.D. Ripley (1975 , B.M. Beehler (1985) etc. They are mostly restricted to the northern Eastern Ghats in Andhra Pradesh and a few other patches in the state. In its earlier study, the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) had field stations at Mamandur (Chittoor District), Guvvalacheruvu and Ontimetta (Cuddapah District). The BNHS monitored the field stations from time to time for avifaunal resources. No specific complete checklist of birds of Sri Venkateswara Wildlife Sanctuary was prepared by any agency except, the reference of some common birds of the districts in the District Forest Working Plans and checklist of birds in certain divisions. In the present study, the checklist and the status of avifauna of Sri Venkateswara Wildlife Sanctuary and its adjoining areas is prepared. 
Study area

Materials and methods
From August 1991 to August 1994, the following field stations were monitored for avifauna. 1. Tirumala (Well wooded forest); 2. Talakona (Well wooded forest); 3. Chamala (Dry deciduous forest); 4. Mamandur (Dry deciduous forest. This also includes Anjancyapuram and Mamandur Village tanks, which come under wet lands); 5. Balapally (Dry deciduous forest. This also includes Settigunta Village tank, which comes under wet lands); 6. Tirupathi (Open scrub forest); and 7. Srivarimettu (Open scrub forest).
For the purpose of this study, adjoining wetlands and village fields approximately to an extent of another 50 sq.km. was also included in the study area, as the ecological boundaries of certain bird species were overlapping with the adjoining areas. Thus the study area was 575 sq.km. in all. For the purpose of the study, the vegetation and the approximate extent of the area was marked as well wooded (WW 9%), dry deciduous (DD 63%), open scrub (OS 20%) and wet land area (WL 8%).
Based on the frequency of sightings in the field visits, the following four categories were made on their occurrence.
Occasional: Sightings were less than 50 per cent and more than 20 per cent.
Uncommon: Found in small numbers and with less frequency. Sightings were less than 20 per cent and more than five per cent. Mostly the seasonal migratory birds of the wet lands belong to this category.
Rare: Seen in very small numbers and their frequency of sightings were less than five per cent.
Results and Discussion
During the study period, 178 species of birds were recorded in the area. Taking account of the frequency of habitat preference, each species was assigned to one of the categories. For the purpose of assigning habitat preference, certain species like Blue Rock Pigeon, which occurs in the rocky ledges of the hills, were combined with the well wooded forests and species like Yellow Wagtail, Grey Wagtail, Large Pied Wagtail were assigned to wet land habitat, since they prefer stream banks and other wet land/marshy area associated species like Baya were also assigned in the wet land category according to their habitat
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preference. The details of categorization of the total recorded bird species of the study area, according to their occurrence and habitat preference are given in Table 1 .
The present study recorded 178 species of birds, belonging to 49 families. Nearly 40 species of wet land birds are migratory winter visitors. The main season for winter visitors is from September to February. There are 15 species of raptors. Osprey is a winter visitor found in the area from September to February. Yellow-browed Bulbul which is found in the Western Ghats is found rarely in the well wooded semi evergreen riparian forests in the study area. Details of occurrence and habitat preference of each species are given in Table 2 . The scientific names and taxonomic classification of birds listed in table 1 follow Inskipp et al. (1996) . The common names follows Manakadan et al. (1998) . 
